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The children of Your
servants shall dwell secure; their
oftspring shall be established before
You...

Psalm 102:28



Foundations for Youth Ministry

Whose job is it? We at New Life Presbyterian Church
(NLPC) believe the primary responsibility for training chil-
dren to know and serve the Lord Jesus Christ belongs to
parents. This belief is founded upon the clear teaching of
scripture:

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 - These commandments that 1 give you today
are to be upon your hearts. Impress then on your children. Talk about
them when you sit at home and when you walk along the way, when
you lie down and when you get up.

Ephesians 6:4 - Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead,
bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

So what should the church be doing? The church's re-
sponsibility, then, is to asssz parents in ministering to the
young people within their homes. NLPC is committed to
helping parents in whatever way necessary as they seek to
mold their children into faithful believers in our Lord Jesus
Christ.

How New Life Plans to Help

By encouraging and enabling parents. 'The elders of
NLPC are committed to provide Biblical encouragement
and training for the parents in this church, particularly for
fathers. This happens at New Life in several arenas:

1) During the worship service

2) At the adult Sunday school classes

3) At our men's meetings

4) Through dedicated men’s discipleship

5) By helping parents to have social times with
their families and encouraging them to plan other
events for those of the church



At New Life, our goal is that every father becomes the "'youth
pastor’" of his home.

By providing solid Biblical teaching to our church's
young people. The leadership of NLPC sees the teach-
ing of the church's young people as one of its highest pri-
orities. We at New Life are especially committed to pro-
viding our high-school age youth with the Biblical wisdom
they need to thrive as God's people living within a hostile
world.  This commitment is demonstrated in the follow-

ng:

1) In our senior high Sunday school curriculum
that is particularly tailored to the needs of young
people desiring to serve the Lord with all their
heart.

2) In our yearly seminars that are designed to pro-
vide Christ's young people with the tools they will
need to wage war with the kingdom of darkness.

3) By scheduling at least regular yearly contact be-
tween our elders and senior high youth through
occasional individual meetings and Sunday school
instruction.
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At New Life, our goal is that every young person growing up in this

church will be thoroughly equipped to be a mighty warrior for Christ's

kingdom with a solid understanding of His mission in whatever voca-
tion the Lord has planned for them.

By providing opportunities for our young people to
serve the Lord's body at New Life. NLPC welcomes and
encourages the participation of young people in the church's
ministries:

1) Young people from grades 10-12 are  greatly
encouraged to attend our church's  bi-monthly
prayer meetings.

2) Youth of all ages are encouraged to serve the
Lotd's people through a variety of other existing
church ministries — from assisting with  mercy
meals to helping with the maintenance of the build-
ing and its grounds.

3) Regular short-term missions trips ~ will allow op-
portunities for all of our youth to participate in
God’s work outside our church.

At New Life, our goal is that children will realize what is true of them
— namely that they are not just a vital part of Christ's church in the
Juture, but that they are a vital part of Christ's church NOW. This
will prepare onr children for service to the Lord's people wherever the
Lord may take them in their lives.

Qur Senior High Sunday School
Curriculum

Every person who grows up through their high school years
at New Life will receive teaching on these, and many other,
vital topics in our Senior High Sunday school class:

-Being Created in the Image of God
-Biblical Masculinity/Femininity
-The Creeds of the Church

-Life in the Covenant

-Faith and Repentance



-The Sovereignty of God

-The Ten Commandments Applied
-What is Biblical Worship

-How to Find a Good Church
-Loving the People in Your Church
-How to Choose a Husband/Wife
-How to Survive at College
-Interacting with Campus Ministry
-Living for God’s Kingdom

-Why Keep the Sabbath
-Apologetics

-Etc.

Youth and Family Seminars

In addition to covering important subjects in our regular
Senior High Sunday school classes, the leadership of New
Life is also committed to provide instruction on other key
topics through our Youth and Family Seminars. These
seminars will take place at least once a year. The issues
covered at these events will include:

-Finding Your Vocation
-Putting the Fun Back in Family
-Relating to the Opposite Sex
-Creation vs. Evolution

-Etc.

Recommended Reading

If you’re seeking more information about why we have cho-
sen to minister to youth in the manner described in this bro-
chure or if you are just interested in reading more about Bib-
lical youth ministry in general, we would recommend the
following introductory materials:

NILPC: Our Youth Ministry...Business as Usnal?
(available from the church office)

Family-Based Youth Ministry - Mark DeVries



